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Our research programme concentrates on topics related to the history, origin and early evolution of planetary systems. By means of in situ measurements, remote sensing observations, laboratory analysis, and numerical modeling, we investigate our own solar system with its small bodies (comets and asteroids), its planets and their atmospheres as well as extra-solar planets to unravel the physical processes underlying the formation and evolution of these systems. These investigations also include the past and present interaction of the Sun with magnetospheres and atmospheres of Earth and other bodies like comets and moons.




						

					

				

				
			

		

		






	
		
	
	
		
			
			
				
					Science News

				

				
			


			
				
					

					

	
		
			
			
			
				Science

			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				
					Possible solution to an exoplanet mystery

				

				
				
					Computer simulations by researchers at the Max Planck Institute for Astronomy and the University of Bern show that the migration of icy, so-called sub-Neptunes into the inner regions of their planetary systems can explain the ominous gap in the size distribution of exoplanets.
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					Visitor from outer space

				

				
				
					'Oumuamua is the first interstellar object ever observed in our solar system. In a video interview, Niels Ligterink from the University of Bern presents new research findings on why 'Oumuamua accelerated as it passed by the sun.
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					Instrument from the University of Bern flies to the Moon

				

				
				
					Following the success of the Bern solar wind sail on the Apollo Moon missions of the U.S. space agency NASA in the 1960s, the Physics Institute at the University of Bern is to return to the Moon as early as 2027 with the LIMS mass spectrometer as part of the NASA Commercial Lunar Payoad Services (CLPS) initiative.
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					PD Dr. Audrey Vorburger awarded with an SNSF Starting Grant

				

				
				
					PD Dr. Audrey Vorburger is one of this year's 11 SNSF Starting Grant recipients at the University of Bern. With her new research group, Dr. Vorburger will model plumes on Europa in preparation for ESA's JUICE and NASA's Europa Clipper mission.
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					International research initiatives led by University of Bern receive funding

				

				
				
					The Swiss National Science Foundation (SNSF) has awarded funding to three projects led by the University of Bern as part of the SPIRIT program, promoting cross-border and collaborative research endeavors. These research initiatives delve into topics concerning potentially habitable exoplanets, female entrepreneurship in Switzerland and Colombia, and the combined use of medication and psychotherapy for depression treatment in Zimbabwe.
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